Numbers in parentheses refer to page numbers in Boughton Cobb,  A Field Guide to Ferns and their related families,  Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1984. Where more than one scientific name for a species is given, the current name is listed first, followed by the previous name. 

Height Characteristics (typical for species.): Tall = Greater than 2 feet. Medium = 10 inches to 2 feet. Short = Less than 10 inches.  

	Fern Name
	Height
	Growth
Form
	Shape
	Stem
Surface
	Stem
 Groove
	Location of Spore Cases
	Shape/Color of Spore Clusters

	Cinnamon (172)
   (Osmunda cinnamomea)
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	Tall
	Sym.
Clump
	Plume;
Lanceolate; slight taper at base
	Green; Pale brown fuzz, diminishing later in season to smooth stem
	No groove
	Separate fertile frond
	Globular in clusters; green turning tan

	Hayscented (116)
   (Dennstaedtia punctilobula)
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	Med.
	Random;
Rhizom.
	Plume;
Lanceolate; slight taper at base or no taper
	Green;  Finely downy
	Shallow groove or none
	Underside of Frond
	Nest shaped

	Bracken (134)
   (Pteridium aquilinum)
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	Med-
Tall
	Random;
Rhizom.
	Triangular; three segments
	Dark Green; Finely downy
	Shallow groove
	Underside of Frond on leaf margins
	In narrow lines under folds of leaflets

	Polypody (130)
   (Polypodium virginianum)
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	Short
	Random;
Rhizom.
	Plume;
Lanceolate; slight taper at base
	Dark green; New frond:  scattered, thin scales
Late frond:  smooth
	No groove
	Underside of Frond
	Red-brown; Round with no indusium (cover)

	New York (86)
   (Thelypteris noveboracensis)
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	Short
	Random;
Rhizom.
	Plume;
Lanceolate; sharply tapered at base
	Green; Sparse, very fine, scales and/or hairs 
	Shallow groove or none
	Underside of Frond near margins
	Kidney-shaped; pale

	Christmas (126)
   (Polystichum acrostichoides)
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	Med.
	Asym.
Clump
	Plume;
Lanceolate;  slight taper at base
	Dark green; Dense, broad, light tan scales
	Shallow groove; base may be ungrooved
	Underside of Frond, close to leaf axis
	Red-brown; Round, in rows

	Lady (110)
   (Athyrium filix-femina)
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	Med.
	Asym.
Clump
	Plume;
Lanceolate; tapered at base
	Green & red varieties; Narrow, dark scales at base
	Grooved
	Underside of Frond; at oblique angle to main vein
	Narrow; curved

	Marginal Wood (64)
   (Dryopteris marginalis)
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	Med.
	Sym.
Clump
	Plume;
Lanceolate; slight taper at base or no taper
	Green; Dense, light brown scales at base
	Grooved
	Underside of Frond near leaflet margins
	Kidney-
shaped; Gray, turning brown

	Intermediate Wood (68)
   (Dryopteris intermedia)
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	Med.
	Sym.
Clump
	Plume;
Lanceolate; slight taper at base or no taper
	Green; Dense, light brown scales at base; Glandular hairs near tip
	Grooved
	Underside of Frond between margins & main vein
	Kidney-shaped; Indusium (cover) glandular


 
