Anthropology – Hominid Bipedalism Quiz

1. Which primates have the ability to walk long distances on two legs?

2. What type(s) of locomotion do chimpanzees use?

3. Where is the center of gravity in most humans?

4. What is the shape of the human vertebral column?

5. What is the function of the intervertebral disks?

6. In human bipedality, which muscles are large?

7. What is the function of the gluteus maximus?

8. Which muscles rotate and balance the trunk over the single supporting limb and foot?

9. What evidence supports the hypothesis that the hominid pelvis was redesigned for bipedalism?

10. Which muscles extend and straighten the knee joint?

11. What feature distinguishes the australopithecines from African apes?

12. African apes and humans share the same muscles and bones; however the muscles and bones differ in ___, ___, and___.

13. What diagnostic feature of bipedalism occurs in the ileum?

14. What bears all the weight of modern humans and performs all locomotor functions?

15. Why do monkeys and apes use an upright stance and bipedal movement?

16. Compare and contrast human and chimpanzee footprints.
17. What is the calcaneus?

18. Compare the chimpanzee and human foot bone proportions.

19. What evidence supports bipedalism in australopithecines?

20. Why do humans have more difficulty (than apes) climbing trees?

21. What is AL-288 commonly known as, what is it’s classification (species name) and how old is it?

22. How do the body proportions of AL-288 compare to chimpanzees and humans?

23. What evidence supports the hypothesis that Lucy is a female?

24. Why did the Australopithecine pelvis lack sexual dimorphism?

25. What is the probability (chance) that Lucy’s sexual orientation is correct?

