Geologic Time Activity

In this activity you will construct a timeline that is a scale model of the geologic time scale. Use a scale in which 1 meter = 1 billion years. Each millimeter then represents 1 million years.

Using the directions below, include the following milestones in Earth’s history. Draw or place a picture of each organism on your timeline when it first appears. 

Procedure 

1. Use a meter stick to draw a faint continuous line down the middle of a 5-m strip of adding machine tape.

2. At one end of the tape, draw a vertical line and label it “The Present.”

3. Measure off the distance that represents 4.6 billion years ago. Draw a vertical line at that point and label it “Earth’s beginning.”

4. Plot the location of each event on the timeline and label when it occurred using the table below. 

5. Color code each of the Era’s.

EVENTS TO BE PLACED ON 

THE GEOLOGIC TIME SCALE
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Triassic Period begins. 248 millon
urassic Period begins 206 millon
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Crotaceous Perod begins 144 millon
Dinosaurs become exinct 65 ilion
Cenazoi ra begins 65 milon
Primates appear 75 milon
Humans appear 200000




Cenozoic Era Begins
2. Cretaceous Period begins

3. Dinosaurs become extinct
4. Earliest evidence of life

5. Eukaryotes appear

6. First amphibians

7. First birds

8. First conifers

9. First dinosaurs

10. First fish

11. First flowering plants

12. First humans  

13. First land plants

14. First mammals

15. First reptiles 

16. First seed plants

17. First vertebrates
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Humans appear
19. Invertebrates appear
20. Jurassic Period begins
21. Mesozoic Era begins

22. Paleozoic Era begins

23. Precambrian Era begins

24. Primates appear 
25. Prokaryotes appear
26. Triassic Period begins
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